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Sustainable Oakland
Oakland is consistently recognized as one of the
most livable and sustainable cities in the nation!
The City of Oakland is committed to leading
Oakland's progress in becoming a more
sustainable city – a community in which all
people have the opportunity to pursue safe,
happy, healthy and fulfilling lives, now and into
the future.

Protecting a clean and ecologically healthy
environment; growing a strong economy
brimming with opportunity; and fostering a safe,
equitable and vibrant community are all critical
components of this vision.

Our award-winning sustainability efforts rely on
a collaborative approach emphasizing balanced
continuous improvement.

 

 

News & Highlights

Oakland Creates Preliminary Sea Level Rise Road Map 
To plan for and adapt to the effects of rising ocean levels, the City has prepared a
Preliminary Sea Level Rise Road Map.  Building on multiple studies of the potential
for sea level rise to affect people and property in Oakland, this Road Map sets forth
the projections for rising Bay levels, the impacts of king tides and storm surges in
association with these changes, identification of critical facilities, and a series of
recommendations for how the City and the community can help prepare for these
impacts.  Download a copy of the Preliminary Sea Level Rise Road Map here. 

Want to Have a Clean Energy Home but Don't Know How? 
The best source of energy for your home is clean, renewable electricity.  Methane, the key component
of natural gas, is a greenhouse gas 84 times stronger than carbon dioxide. You can reduce your
climate impact by decarbonizing your energy - eliminating natural gas and gasoline altogether.  Think
of it as one, integrated package of clean energy actions! It doesn't have to be done over night, either;
planning ahead is the way to go. Click here for a simple, step-by-step guide on how to have a clean
energy home.

Electric Vehicle Charging in New Construction – New Requirements 
As of March 14th, 2017, Oakland builders are required to provide increased levels of plug-in electric
vehicle (PEV) infrastructure in all new buildings, including design for compliance with state Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements for PEV infrastructure.  The new requirements are designed to
accelerate the installation of vehicle chargers to address demand and ensure that clean technologies
will be available to all.  Click here for a Fact Sheet explaining the new code.  The full set of
requirements can be found on the City's Municipal Code and Charter page, in Chapter 15.04, Part 11.

Sustainable Oakland 2016-17 Report

Read about Oakland’s recent progress in becoming a more livable and sustainable
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city. Download the 2016-2017 report.  Find past reports here: 2015-16, 2014-15,
2013-14.

Water Conservation
The City of Oakland considers water conservation a high priority and an essential
part of our commitment to being a sustainable city. See how the City of Oakland is
reducing water use in its municipal operations, and some of the many resources,
tool and strategies available to help residents to lower water usage and be part of
the solution to the water crisis.

2016 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Report Now Available

Oaklanders reduced their greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 14% since 2005: That
is among the exciting findings in the city's updated GHG emissions inventory. The
inventory tracks emissions from all sectors of the community, including residential,
commercial, and local government activities. Click here to read the full report.

Updated Energy and Climate Action Plan Now Available
The City of Oakland’s primary roadmap for sustainability and climate action is now
available in a revised and updated form. Oakland's Energy and Climate Action Plan
(ECAP) was first adopted by the City Council in 2012. In 2017-18, City staff worked
across multiple departments and with green business groups, social justice organizations, and
environmental stakeholders to update the ECAP. The timeframe and greenhouse gas reduction goals
are unchanged. The revised document reflects actions that have been completed or are fully underway,
reprioritized actions, updated cost estimates, and the most recent greenhouse gas emissions
inventory. Learn more about the ECAP.

New Financing Tools for Clean Energy Projects 
It is easier than ever for Oakland homeowners and commercial property owners to finance energy
efficiency, water efficiency and renewable energy projects at low cost. On September 8, 2015, Oakland
City Council authorized five Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing providers to operate in
the city. With PACE, projects are financed on a homeowner’s or property owner's property taxes at low
cost. You get to choose a contractor and install a custom, eligible clean energy project, such as
efficient heating and cooling systems, solar panels, low-flow toilets, home insulation, drought-tolerant
landscaping, or electric vehicle charging stations. This is another easy way to save energy and water,
reduce your utility bills and be part of making Oakland one of the most sustainable cities in the
world. Click here to find a list of PACE providers in Oakland. 

Rebates for Home Energy Upgrades
Get up to $6,500 in rebates when you make your home more energy-efficient. Energy Upgrade
California is a one-stop-shop for home improvement projects that will save you money, lower your
energy use and make your home healthier and more comfortable. Learn how you can take advantage
of these limited-time rebates, view a list of qualified local contractors, and get started today.

Zero Waste Initiatives 
In March 2006 the Oakland City Council adopted a Zero Waste Goal by 2020 and in December 2006
passed a resolution adopting a Zero Wastes Strategic Plan.     

Like us on Facebook.

Green Building Ordinance for private development adopted.
 

 

24th Annual Oakland Earth Day Volunteer
Cleaning and Greening Event
Saturday, April 21, 2018

Join your neighbors to clean and green Oakland! Groups and individuals of all ages and abilities are
invited to join cleanup and restoration projects at creeks, parks, and neighborhood sites throughout
Oakland. All tools are provided.

Oakland Earth Day is the City’s largest community volunteer event and is sponsored by Oakland Public
Works, with support from the Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation District.
Volunteers may choose from a variety of activities and sites, including litter pickup, graffiti removal,
weeding, planting, and habitat restoration in parks, creeks, and streets throughout Oakland.

In 2017 over 2,600 volunteers pitched in more than 8,500 hours at ninety-two sites across Oakland. 
Volunteers removed more than 120 cubic yards of trash and more than 380 cubic yards of weeds and
green waste.  In total, the trash and green waste removed was enough to fill about 1,550 35-gallon
garbage bags.

To sign up as a site coordinator, register as group or individual to volunteer, or for more information
visit www.oaklandearthday.org.
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Explore the interconnected Sustainable City Performance Areas below to learn more about Oakland's
sustainability performance, achievements and resources.

Housing, Land Use & Transportation

Health, Safety & Wellbeing

Natural Resources, Waste & Environmental Health

Economic Prosperity

Buildings, Energy & Climate

Education, Culture & Community

 

Additional Sustainable Oakland resources:

Awards & Achievements

Reports

Legislation

Opportunities to Get Involved

Oakland Green Map

 

 

Energy & Climate Action Plan
The City of Oakland's landmark Energy and Climate Action Plan (ECAP) was adopted by Oakland City
Council on December 4, 2012. Learn more about the ECAP.

 

Sustainable Oakland Photos
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Green Oakland Video

 

Oakland Green JobsOakland Green Jobs

The Sustainable Oakland Program

The Sustainable Oakland program supports Oakland's progress in becoming a
more sustainable city. Learn more about the City's  Sustainable Oakland
program. 

 

Find us on Facebook
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